A Reply of Agreement to Brannon Howse’s article, “Presenting Truth in Love”

I see we agree again, Brannon.
I just wrote an article about the error I see in what another who professes Jesus is engaged in that technically was accurate but decided, after consulting with some other brothers, that the tone of the article just didn't seem right – it was way too harsh. I'm writing to the one I sought to correct personally as a friend would tell a buddy of a small thing he sees he's doing that maybe isn’t a great idea. See, I have to admit, I also have crossed the line in my zeal to call for truth and substance in preaching and teaching from those who should know better.
I reserve the right to be wrong because I’ve learned to willingly submit to constructive criticism from those who have shown their colors and proven their words are worthy of consideration by the grace and the wisdom of their correction.
Will I always be genteel? …Probably not. But just like I mentioned to Brannon a few weeks back, if I get too far off into a ditch, either the left one of being too gentle or the right one with being too harsh, I expect him to tell me - even if it means he has to be a tad rough to get it through.

Today, I heard my son yelled at another kid at the park. He had said to the boy "You're going to Hell!" in anger over something the boy did. At first I laughed. But, as I considered what he had said, I realized that is NOT what I do and that is not what I would accept from anyone else. My son got a talking to.

Just like I had explained to my wife just the day before, it is our job to preach the gospel but it is NOT our job to speak from a place of arrogance. "You're going to Hell!" is an opinion when it's not prefaced with the Law. To the lost Hell is not reasonable. But if you explain what sin is by the Law, and then explain that this is what God says, from the Bible (that Hell is the destination for all liars, thieves, adulterers, etc...) Then the result is that Hell becomes reasonable: it is not my opinion. When someone sees their sin as God sees it then they can understand their need for a Savior and appreciate the gift. They can then be thankful to the Giver, sorrow over their sins and repent, escaping the Hell they, we all, justly deserve.
Saturday, I was in Newark with a group of fellow Seed Sowers from GNN and we preached the Gospel on the street. As I preached I explained sin with the Law of God, showed why Hell was reasonable to those who are perishing, and because those hearing saw their offense is against God Himself they didn't see what I said as arrogance but as being from someone who cared enough to face the crowd and tell them. As I spoke an idol worshipping crowd went by. They were pulling a wagon of idols and singing and worshipping. We did not know this was going to happen. Did I stop? Did I get quiet? Did I scream, "You’re going to Hell!"?! No. I explained to those hearing, nice and loud, how worshipping idols is the violation of the second commandment and declared that the Bible says all idolaters will have their place in the lake of fire forever! Some got upset then and did accuse me of arrogance - until I quickly and clearly explained that we, myself included, are all idolaters as we make God into what we want so we don't have to be accountable to Him! The arguing stopped then and a lot of nodding started happening. They got it! Sure some were still upset, but not so much with me as they were that they had seen themselves clearly in the Law and didn't like it!
No. It's not our job to offend, and especially not a brother. In as much as it depends upon us we should strive to be understood, remembering we were deceived ourselves once. Yes, it is our job to declare the truth. But there is no reason I can see why we can't be winsome while remaining Biblical.

So forgive me if, I should say "when", I have been, was, a bit "over the top": I am still young and sometimes foolish.
Let's be sure we remember two things: We should all ask, “Who am I?” And yet also remember, a slap from a brother is far better than a kiss from an enemy. But that slap is and should be one that is from a last resort.
As scripture shows, we need to take certain steps to approach an erring brother. But, I do believe we should address error publicly when the error is publicly made, to ensure the error is corrected in all who have heard it. To attack another in error reveals more error in the attacker than in the victim of that attack.

Brannon, I do agree with your admonishment, yet let's not throw out the baby with the bath water and run to error into the other ditch trying to be so loving we miss making the real point and thereby we, with the good intention of wanting to be gentle, water down the medicine so much it is of little use.
We must be gentle, if at all possible, but we must always speak the truth. Never compromise the truth for the tone.

A wise friend told me the best way to broach a hard subject is to present correction in the form of a question. The Good Person Test uses that principle.
If we, in our love for another, gently slide past another's offenses against almighty God, to tell them of God’s love, then we may have just ensured their damnation. We must not be so gentle as to see another enter Hell comfortably complacent in their sins.
Yahweh does not want anyone to go to Hell. But our backbiting isn't helping either. As brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus the Messiah, Yeshua, let us reserve the right to be clear, honest and bold with one another. But let us always love as Christ has loved us. How else can the world know whose we are but by our love for one another?
Let’s approach this forum with the same care and persistence Jesus showed as He went to the Cross. Jesus gave His life for his enemies, whom we all were at one time. How much more then should we pour out ourselves for a brother?
Thank you, Yahweh, for the wisdom you give us in how to address error in one another. Give us Your hand in reaching the Lost, holding forth Your Truth, Your Son Yeshua, Jesus, to one another and the world as the Only Salvation from our sins, the only hope for reconciliation with you and each other.
Amen.

Thank you again Brannon. Drive on...
